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Superior

Tour Superior by Day or by Night
Carol Broeder

A

Staff Writer

native of Superior
is “migrating back,”
with his familyowned business, Superior
Tour Company, housed in
the Picket Post Antiques
store located in his hometown.

Mike Alvarez opened the
business “a little over a year
ago,” using his knowledge of
the area he grew up in to lead
both in-town and back-country tours.
The history of Superior
“dates back to the late 1880s
with its roots in silver then
copper and now a great location to visit,” according to the
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company’s website, superiortourcompany.com.
Located in Arizona’s Copper Corridor, Superior is the
“next ‘biggest’ small town,”
and offers shopping, dining,
relaxing and touring.
With a permit from the
Tonto National Forest, the Superior Tour Company off-road
jeep tours, take people to places where “their vehicles may
prevent them from going,” Alvarez said.
The tour company offers
several off-road routes, “some
of them rougher, while some
are more historical,” he said.
One of the company’s most
popular jeep tours takes customers to the historic Silver

A lifted off-road jeep used in the Superior Tour Company’s offroad tours of the area, is pictured in front of the entrance to the
Historic Pinal Cemetery. A claim to fame for the old cemetery is
the grave of Celia “Mattie” Blaylock Earp, common-law wife of
legendary Old West lawman Wyatt Earp.
King Mine, which is on private
property normally blocked off
to the public, Alvarez said.

Now inactive, the Silver
King is famous as Arizona’s
Continued, next page
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Continued from previous page

richest silver mine, producing
about $42 million worth of
silver ore between 1875 and
1900.
Described as a “mild offroading adventure,” customers can learn about the mine’s
history while taking in the
scenery that surrounds it.
Also described as a “mild
off-roading adventure,” the
tour to beautiful Oak Flat is
another one that combines
both scenery and local history.
The Picket Post tour, which
is four-wheel drive, takes customers to the back side of the
“majestic Picket Post Mountain,” where they can also take
in the scenery.
All three of the company’s
jeep tours last about 90 minutes.
The company’s most popu-
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lar tour lasts about two-anda-half hours and includes the
Silver King Mine, the Historic
Pinal Cemetery and the Wagon Tracks all in one trip.
Alvaraz said that another
old cemetery — the Silver
King Cemetery — is “a short
hike from a Jeep stop” on the
tour.
The Superior Tour Company has also recently introduced its new in-town touring
option.
“We will provide a quiet,
intimate tour of the town, provide historical information
and points of interest in an
all-electric golf cart,” Alvarez
said.
The tour through the streets
of Superior stays on the older,
historical side of town, north
of Highway 60. It is by appointment only and details are

available on the company’s website, Alvarez said.
Nighttime
tours
are also available for
ghost tours or celestial events.
“Why not a whimsical, nostalgic, adventurous, quiet, peaceful,
spontaneous, romantic, star gazing-type of
night tour?” the website states.
If none of those are
to your liking, the Superior Tour Company
also offers custom
tours.
Contact the company at 480-8925505 or go to superiortourcompany.com
for prices and further
information.

A lifted off-road jeep pictured in front of
the headframe of the historic Silver King
Mine, known as Arizona’s richest silver
mine, producing about $42 million worth
of silver between 1875 and 1900.

5

Superior

Home Tour Shows Off ‘Eclectic’ Superior
By David Abbott

“S
Staff Writer

trolling
down
Main Street in
Superior is amazing,” says Town of Superior
Chamber Director Sue Anderson, “with the great shops,
fine restaurants and art galleries in a beautiful setting.”
A plethora of galleries and
restaurants featuring Mexican, Asian and Italian foods—
and not to mention good old
American pub grub—Superior is quite a destination between Valley locations and
Globe.
In addition to regularly
scheduled Second Fridays and
holiday celebrations, happen-
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ing throughout the holiday
season, the Town of Superior
is set to host its 11th Annual
Superior Home and Building
Tour, coming Jan. 26 and 27,
2019.
“We’re really excited this
year,” Anderson says. “The tour
will feature the old high school
that was converted into a home
and La Olla Auto Court, known
locally as the Rock Motel off
Highway 77, which has been
in a state of disrepair for years,
has been refurbished into ‘Element 29,’ which is the symbol
for copper.”
Anderson expects the building to be a big draw for the
area and sees this as a way to
introduce the new business to

Courtesy photo

The original High School in Superior is now a private home that
wil be featured on the Superior Home and Building Tour.
the community.
“This is unlike any home
tour: we don’t necessarily
have historic homes, but they
are eclectic,” Anderson added.

For more information, contact the Superior Chamber of
Commerce at 520-689-0200
or go to superiorarizonachamber.org.
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2018 Witches Brunch in Gold Canyon

T

he Superior Optimist Club will host
its Fourth Annual
Witches Brunch on Sunday,
Oct. 28, from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the Gold Canyon
Golf Resort Kokopelli Restaurant.
This annual event is a fun
way to enjoy a great brunch
and meet up with an array of

gratuity.
The Gold Canyon Golf
Resort is located at 6100 S.
Kings Ranch Rd., Gold Canyon, Ariz.
For more information,
contact JoAnn Besich, Superior Optimist Club at 520827-0592, or by email at superioroptimistclub@gmail.
com.

witches, ghosts and goblins.
Costumes are encouraged,
as prizes will be awarded.
Bring cash for raffle tickets
and your bar tab.
The $25 fee includes
brunch, coffee, juice and

Artists of the Superstitions
Holiday Art Show
Art lovers are invited to
the lovely Gold Canyon Golf
Resort on Dec. 2 from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. to see and buy juried art by the members of the
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Artists of the Superstitions.
This diverse group of over
30 artists represents all types
of art media, including painting, photography, wood,
jewelry, pottery, glass and
more.
The event is free and will
provide a varied selection of
art, which can be purchased

directly from the artists.
The Gold Canyon Golf
Resort is located at 6100 S.
Kings Ranch Rd. in Gold
Canyon
Go to www.artistsofthesuperstitions.com for more
information, call 480-2759997 or email artists.superstitions@gmail.com.
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Young

Forever Young, always rural
Carol Broeder

K

Staff Writer

nown as Pleasant
Valley because of its
beauty, there were
times past that were not exactly pleasant.
In the 1880s, it was the
scene of “The Pleasant Valley
War.” Arizona legend has it
Zane Grey based many a novel on stories from the deadly
feud.
With its abundant grassland Pleasant Valley became
known as the perfect place to
raise cattle and, though not
easy to get to, cattlemen began to homestead there.
Several ranches had already
been established by the mid1880s when a feud began between two ranching families
that had been previously in
business together.
The “War” finally ended
when the last man on one of
the sides was killed in the early 1890s.
The Young fanily bought
the man’s ranch, and one of
its daughters became the postmistress. While applying for
a post office, the woman used
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the name “Young,” as the
name “Pleasant Valley” was
already used in another part of
Arizona.
Today, there are still many
ranching families in Young,
which maintains its rural lifestyle completely surrounded
by the Tonto National Forest.
It is not, however, the area’s
only forest.
North of Young, along
the Mogollon Rim, lies the
Apache-Sitgreaves National
Forest, offering its “high elevation, abundant wildlife and
cool summer temperatures.”
At the base of the Rim lies
the Hellsgate Wilderness,
known for its very remote setting that offers hiking, camping and seasonal fishing.
South of Young is the Sierra
Ancha Wilderness, known for
its rugged beauty as well as its
pre-Colombian Native American ruins.
Along with Cherry Creek
that runs through Young,
Haigler Creek is about 12
miles west of Young on the
Chamberlain Trail, offering
fishing and camping in a “lush
riparian environment.”

Courtesy, James Bruzzi

A view from the air of the Pleasant Valley, home to the rural
community of Young, surrounded by forests and mountains.
If you’re looking for the
standard lodging and eating
chains, you will not find them
in Young. What you will find
is refuge from the traffic and
stress of big city life.
President James Bruzzi,
with the Pleasant Valley Community Council, has owned
property in Young since 2006,
but has been living there fulltime about four years.
“Young is truly a hidden gem and well worth the
drive,” he said. “It is a beautiful and historical place with
lots of fun things to do.”
As for places to stay, Young
offers lodging with colorful names, such as the Dead
Broke Inn, the Cherry Creek
Lodge, the Pleasant Valley Inn
and Grandpa’s Cabin.
Food and beverage awaits
you at Antler’s Café and
Bar, Purple Sage Farm, Bruzzi Vineyard and Merle and
Kathy’s Valley Bar, all located
on Highway 288.
Open many weekends
throughout the year, the Pleas-

ant Valley Historical Society
Museum is a must for visiting
to learn about the area’s incredible history.

The holiday season in
Young begins in late October, and the following is
a list of events through the
end of the year:

The Fall Festival will be
5-8 p.m., Friday, Oct. 26,
at Young Public School, on
Highway 288 at Baker Ranch
Road.
From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 27, is the Pumpkin
Festival, followed by a Halloween Party from 6-10 p.m.,
at Bruzzi Vineyard, 47209 N.
Highway 288.
A Thanksgiving feast begins at 4 p.m. Thursday, Nov.
22, also at Bruzzi Vineyard.
Young will hold its Holiday
Bazaar on Thursday, Dec, 1, at
the Pleasant Valley Community Center, on Highway 288.
A Winter Equinox Wine
Dinner will be held, beginning
at 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 22, at
Bruzzi Vineyard.
Gateway- Fall 2018

Gateway to the Arizona Trail, Kearny
Offers Something for Everyone
Carol Broeder

E

Staff Writer

asily accessible by
scenic State Route
177, Kearny rests in
the heart of the Copper Basin,
near the Gila River.
Kearny’s history stretches
back to the early 1800s when
Arizona explorer Padre Eusebio Kino sought to convert the
area’s Apache communities to
Christianity.
In the late 1800s, Gen. Stephen Watts Kearny, the town’s
namesake, made camp near
the Gila River at the base of
the Pinal Mountains. Leading
the “Army of the West,” Kearny led his troops to Santa Fe,
then on to California in 1846.
In 1958, Kennecott Mining Company built Kearny
for former residents of Ray,
Sonora and Barcelona, which
were swallowed up when the
company expanded its openpit copper mine.
Like a desert oasis, Kearny
has two bodies of water for
cooling off.
One is Kearny Lake, which
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Photo by Carol Broeder

The historic Riverside bridge is now a footbridge, having been
replaced in June by the “‘Jake’ Jacobson Bridge of Unity in
Memory of Stephani Yesenski.”
is stocked with largemouth
bass, and offering a campground with dry camping for
less than $20 per night. The
other is the Gila River.
Spanning the river, on the
Florence-Kelvin
Highway,
is the new “‘Jake’ Jacobson
Bridge of Unity in Memory of
Stephani Yesenski,” completed
in June. Jacobson is chief operating officer of Copper Basin
Railway and Yesenski was a
20-year-old Riverside resident

who inspired many prior to
her death in 2000 from cancer.
Built in 1916, the old Riverside Bridge is now a footbridge connected to the Arizona Trail.
ASARCO Mine’s public
lookout, on Mineral Creek
Road, offers panoramic views
of the Gila River Valley.
Kearny also boasts one
of Arizona’s best developed
ATV trails, known as the Mescal Mountains Off-Highway

Kearny

Vehicle Recreation Area.
Riders can explore miles of
trails in the Gila River Valley,
where the terrain varies from
“hilly trails to steep mountains to flat wash and riverbed
areas.”
Along with OHV trails, the
recreation area has 12 ramadas, picnic tables, fire pits,
potable water and restrooms.
With trails for hiking, horseback riding and birdwatching,
“Mescal Mountain has something for everyone.”
At the Kearny Golf Course,
golfers can play a round of
golf with the scenic Pinal
Mountains as a back drop.
Kearny visitors will also
find amenities in town such
as grocery, hardware and auto
parts stores; banking, ATM
machines, a pharmacy and
medical facilities.
Local eateries include Old
Time Pizza and Buzzy’s Drive
In, a longtime local hangout.
Kearny is only a 90-minute
drive from Metro Phoenix,
and about 30 minutes from
Globe.
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Apache Trail

Apache Trail Offers Glimpse into the Past
By David Abbott
Staff Writer

T

he Apache Trail is part
of a 130-mile loop, beginning on the fringes
of the metro Phoenix area and
meandering into the wideopen spaces of the Superstition Wilderness, a vast and
still-hostile environment.
Driving the Trail is a challenging trek, as about 25
miles is on an unpaved road
that clings to the desert as it
parallels the Salt River. In the
summer months, temperatures
easily approach 120 degrees,
but during the late fall through
spring, it is a great way to
spend a day harkening back to
the early days of the Old West.
For the savvy traveler interested in anything from gunfights to steamboat rides, the
Apache Trail is a living museum.
Along the way, visitors are
in for a treat with a series of
western-themed
attractions
and the settlement of Tortilla
Flat. Beyond Tortilla Flat, the
road rises up over a ridge and

drops into the desert on a dirt
road following the Salt River
to its western terminus at Roosevelt Lake.
From there, Highway 188
turns south towards Globe,
where Highway 60 heads west
through the town of Superior
and back to the urban landscapes of the Valley of the Sun.
The Trail begins at the corner of Apache Trail and N.
Apache Trail in Apache Junction, which features a small
park at the Trail’s western
terminus. State Highway 88
then veers northeast past the
Superstition Mountain Museum (see page 15) to Goldfield
Ghost Town.
Goldfield offers a representation of the Arizona Territory in 1893, featuring plenty
of activities including curio
shops, restaurants, gold panning, gunfights, mine tours, a
zipline and desert jeep tours.
The original settlement began in 1892 and the following year Goldfield had its first
post office. The mine soon
played out and the town slow-

The Superstition Wilderness offers a stunning backdrop to
Goldfield Ghost Town.
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ly died, eventually re-establishing
itself as Youngsberg until 1926.
For the next six
decades the desert took over, but
in 1984, Robert F.
“Bob” Schoose, a
longtime ghost
town, mining and
treasure-hunting
enthusiast,
began to rebuild the
old town, which
opened for business in 1988.
Photos by David Abbott
Traffic
in A monument to the Lost Dutchman is at the
Goldfield ramps starting point of the Apache Trail in Apache
up in Novem- Junction.
ber, but really
takes off around Thanks- Slyke — nephew of former
giving, continuing through baseball player Andy Van
March, right around the time Slyke —manages the Superof Spring Break for the local stition Restaurant and Saloon.
The restaurant’s walls are
colleges.
For information, go to covered with dollar bills — at
goldfieldghosttown.com. For least $350,000 worth — a trainformation on desert jeep dition carried over from the
tours, go to www.apachetrail- region’s rich history of mining and cattle ranching.
tours.com.
“The miners and ranchAfter Goldfield, it is about
13 miles to Tortilla Flat. Along ers used to put the dollars
the way, Dolly Steamboat of- on the wall, so they would
fers sightseeing and dinner have money to eat and drink
steamboat cruises on Canyon on when they returned from
Lake. For information, go to their work,” Van Slyke said.
“A dollar went a long way
dollysteamboat.com.
Tortilla Flat is the last sur- back then.”
Now, the dollars come from
viving stage coach stop on
the Apache Trail. Incorporat- visitors coming from all over
ed in 1904, Tortilla Flat was the world to visit the desert.
From Tortilla Flat, the
moved in 1942 from its original location to the west side Trail, which acted as a serof the road where it now sits. vice road for supplies for the
Torrential floods the previous construction of Roosevelt
year wiped out the settlement. Dam, is 28 miles to the town
Town Manager Matt Van of Roosevelt.
13
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Apache Junction

New Superstition Mountain Museum
Exhibit Chronicles ‘The Gold Seekers’

T

his fall, there is excitement in the air
at the Superstition
Mountain Museum swirling around a large new exhibit that has been put on
display in the museum gallery. The new exhibit presents photos, artifacts and
information about many
of the better-known people who have spent years
searching for the Lost
Dutchman Mine.

“The Gold Seekers” focuses on some of the more
famous—or infamous, perhaps—prospectors and fortune seekers whose names
have become forever linked
to the Superstition Mountains and the century-plus
quest for the source of the
gold found under the bed of
an old German man who died
in Phoenix in 1891.
Many have come searching for the lost mine. Some

Photos provided

Sina Lewis was a famous seeker of the Lost Dutchman Mine and
landowner in the Apache Junction region.
Gateway - Fall 2018

spent their entire lives looking for it. Some lost their
lives looking for it.
The original gold seeker
himself, Jacob Waltz, is represented in the exhibit. More
than a dozen others, both
men and women, are pictured
and chronicled, chosen from
among the hundreds of seekers
because of their high profiles
in the history of the search for
the lost mine. Meet these fascinating people, see their faces
and read their stories.
Kicking off the season, on
Saturday, Nov. 3, the museum will host SUPERstition
Kids Day, a free event for the
whole family to enjoy. The
big model train exhibit will
be running full steam ahead
and activities will include a
kids’ scavenger hunt, gold
panning, entertainment and
more.
Winter holidays are just
around the corner and this
year’s celebration at the
museum is entitled “Superstition Holidays.” The oldfashioned Christmas decorations in the barn will return
and being added are several
“photo niches” that will provide photo opportunities and
enable families to snap holiday photos to keep or send.
Holiday Boutiques will run
Saturday, Nov. 24, and Saturday, Dec.6.
National Museum Gift
Store Day is Sunday, Nov.
25. On that day, the museum
will offer a 25 percent discount on all jewelry items

Adolph Ruth was one of
the many who spent his life
searching for the mythic Lost
Dutchman Mines
including beautiful items
handcrafted by Native Americans. Visitors will find items
perfect for unique Christmas
gifts and save money through
the discount and not having
to pay sales tax at the nonprofit gift shop. As an added
perk for shoppers, admission
will be free to the Exhibit
Gallery for the entire weekend of Nov. 23 through Nov.
25.
This year include a museum visit in your family
Christmas plans.
The museum is located at
4087 N. Apache Trail and is
open from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.
every day except Thanksgiving, Christmas and New
Year’s Day. For more information, go to superstitionmountain museum.org.
15

Miami

Celebrate the Holiday
Season in Miami

M

iami Harvest and Holiday Fest takes place on Oct.
13, Nov. 10 and Dec. 8.
Every Second Saturday a conglomeration of local goods, artists, crafters, food vendors, etc. merge at the Miami Senior Center for a fun outdoor community sale from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m.
The fun takes place at 506 W. Live Oak St. on the north
corner of Highway 60 and Adonis Street.
For information contact Kristy Regalado at 928-473-4403.

Expect plenty of spooky fun as The Town of Miami ushers in the
holiday season every second Saturday from October through
December.
16
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Miami

First Annual Pumpkin Festival in Miami

M

iami’s First Annual
Pumpkin Festival
taking place on
Saturday, Oct. 27 at Veterans
Park (downtown on Sullivan
Street) offers plenty of family
fun for everyone.
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This Celebration of the Season begins with live music for
the evening by Neto and the
Band Imagine along with performances by Lynn’s School
of Dance. Pumpkin carving
and costume contests for all

ages, face painting, games and
gift raffles.
There will also be terrific
food vendors and plenty of
treats.
Free family fun for all ages
from 3-10 p.m.

For more information, go to
www.miamiartscommission.
org.
Call Michael 23 at 602300-7575 to get involved, or
email miamilocoartsfestival@
gmail.com.
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Miami

Miami Lights up with Small Town Christmas

F

or anyone interested in
celebrating a god old
fashioned holiday celebration, Miami Small Town
Christmas takes place on Saturday, Dec. 22, at Veterans Park
(downtown on Sullivan Street).
A longtime Miami holiday
tradition free for all children
and their families. Everyone
gathers for Santa’s arrival to
hand out gifts and cheer. Fun
games, kiddy train rides and
much more. Hot dogs, coco
and sweet treats from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
For more information, call
Miami Town Hall at 928-4734403.
Holiday Home
Lighting Contest
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The Holiday Home Lighting Contest for Miami and
Claypool, officially begins on
Thanksgiving.
There will be first, second
and third place winners chosen for each town. Remember
a home is where you live, be
it a house, mobile, RV, tent or
spaceships.
Come on and get creative
and give organizers a call with
entry address. You may submit your home, a family member or friends Judging will be
the week of Christmas with
a surprise knock on the winner’s doors during the evening
with all lights shining. For
more information, call Susan
Hanson at 602-510-1809.

The Holiday Home Lighting Contest is just one of the community
traditions in the Town of Miami.
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35th Annual Apache Jii (Day) Coming to Globe

M

ark your calendar
for Saturday, Oct.
20 for the 35th annual Apache Jii celebration
historic Globe.
The day begins at 9 a.m.
in front of the historic courthouse at the corner of Broad
and Oak streets, one block
east of the US Highway 60.
Opening ceremonies will feature the national anthem sung
in the Apache language.
Several dance groups
will be in the center of the
street festival throughout
the day, including the Yellow Bird Apache dancers
and the Dine’tah Navajo
dancers. Crown dancers also
will be featured, along with
flute players and musicians

22

throughout the day.
Booths featuring jewelry,
painting, beading, wood and
stone carving and more are
planned for the street fair.
Entertainment,
including
crown dancers, hoop dancers and native flute players,
is planned throughout the day
and no one will go hungry if
they stop by the food booths

which will feature
everything from delicious Apache fry
bread and Indian
tacos to more traditional dishes like
acorn stew.
There is no admission charge for
Apache Jii, an event
originally started as
a thank you to the San Carlos
Apache Nation, which borders
Globe to the east.
The festival offers a unique
chance for visitors to talk oneon-one with Native Americans
from throughout the Southwest, making this an opportunity to purchase a very personal piece gift or art piece.
There is nothing like choosing

a work after visiting with the
artist who designed it.
Chat
with
colorfullydressed tribal royalty from
throughout the Southwest and
enjoy their educational and
entertaining presentations in
the central performance area.
Apache Jii is hosted by
the Globe-Miami Chamber
of Commerce in conjunction
with Apache Gold Casino and
Resort, APS, Resolution Copper, Salt River Project and the
city of Globe.
Globe is located 90 minutes
east of Phoenix on US 60.
For more information on
Apache Jii, please call the
Globe-Miami Chamber of
Commerce at 1-800-8045623.
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Globe

Celebrate Halloween in Downtown Globe

P

lan ahead for parking
and mark your calendars, as Globe decks
out in its finest spooky couture for an evening of family
fun planned for Halloween,
Wednesday, Oct. 31. Events
are free.
Downtown Globe comes
alive (or, more accurately, will
be invaded by the Walking
Dead) and hosts a crowd that
can number 5,000 for an evening of trick-or-treating down
historic Broad Street, starting
at the Train Depot and continuing all the way to Yuma
Street. Food vendors are set
up by 4 p.m., which is also
start time for the Haunted Jail
and kid-friendly kickoff to the
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festivities. Not just for kids,
though, events continue 5:307 p.m. with live music, a car
show along the route, block
party at the Train Depot, and a
social media costume contest
booth.
Schedule:

• 4-6 p.m. Haunted Jail (kidfriendly style) with trick or
treat;
• 4-10 p.m. Oak Street food
vendor zone;
• 5-8 p.m. Broad Street closes to become a pedestrianonly zone;

• 5-8 p.m. Social Media Costume Contest and Photos
(Broad and Oak streets);
• 5:30-7 p.m. Trick-or-Treat
Along Broad Street
• 5:30-7 p.m. Trunk-or-Treat
Zone
• 5:30-7 p.m. Expanded Car
Show and Candy giveaway
• 5:30-7 p.m. Live Music on
Mesquite
• 6:30-9 p.m. DJ and Dancing at the Train Depot
• 9-11 p.m. Rumored Scary
Haunted Jail Party/Cover
charge TBA
Get inspired costume ideas
and to read more go to facebook.com/globedowntownassociation.
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Globe

Pinal Mountain Foliage Peaks in October

T

here is no need for a
road trip north to see
and photograph vivid
autumn foliage: the Pinal
Mountains right here in Globe
offer camera-ready aspens,
maples, sumac and sycamore
trees.
Lovely fall leaves also
beckon hikers and leaf peepers to Payson and Rim Country trails; to the Sierra Anchas
— Workman Creek, Reynolds Creek — and the scenic
high desert town of Young.
Or explore maple-lined canyon drainages where you’re
unlikely to see another photographer, near Point-ofPines Lake on the San Carlos
Apache Reservation.
Pinal Mountain fall foliage
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usually peaks around Oct. 2025, with the best maple trees
found along the top quartermile of the Ice House Canyon
trail. Preview the leaves in
a variety of galleries posted
by Arizona photographers at
cals.arizona.edu/bta/pinals.

The Pinal Mountains lure
leaf peepers and photographers to Globe-Miami, just
a 90-minute drive from most
Valley communities, making Gila County an excellent
fall weekend destination. For
a truly memorable overnight,
book a room at a unique local
bed-and-breakfast.
Dream Manor Inn offers
panoramic 360-degree views
of surrounding mountains
(dreammanorinn.com). Noftsger Hill Inn owner Rosalie
Ayala offers “birds, bed and
breakfast” tour packages, and
has maps to hiking trails for
optimal autumn foliage. The
17,000 square foot inn was the
City of Globe’s elementary
school from the 1940s through

the ’80s. Now six of the cavernous classrooms have been
appointed with antiques and
decorated with various themes
(a Cowboy Room and bold
primary-color-painted Mexican Room) and you can, quite
literally, “sleep in class.” For
more information, go to noftsgerhillinn.com.
Ice House Canyon Trail,
Ferndell Spring
and Signal Peak
From the East Valley, it
takes about 2.5 hours driving
to reach the top of the Pinal
Mountain range, or about
90-minutes if you’re driving there from the vicinity of
Boyce Thompson Arboretum
Continued on page 26
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Continued from page 25

in Superior. The best color is
found down the first half-mile
of the Ice House Canyon hiking trail, and around Ferndell
Spring and the Six-Shooter
Trail. Forest Service outhouse
toilets are at the Sulfide de Rey
campground and also Ferndell,
where picnic tables and firepits
are available. Check the Tonto
National Forest website to verify seasonal fire restrictions.
After hiking the Ice House
Canyon Trail, drive another mile east along the Pinal
ridgetop, watching for signs
for Ferndell, followed by 20
private cabins, then signs for
Signal Peak and the Upper
Recreation Site. Drive over
to Signal Peak and also drive
through Ferndell before you
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head back down to Globe.
Both are quite scenic, and the
Six Shooter Trail downhill below Ferndell is less steep than
Ice House Canyon.
October middays from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. are best for photos on the Ice House Canyon

trail. Arrive much later and
you’ll find the sun has dipped
low in the canyon and trees too
backlit for colorful photography.
Maps and hiking trails of the
Pinal Mountain Range can be
obtained from the Tonto Na-

tional Forest Service Globe
Ranger District office. For details call 928-425-7189, or go
to fs.fed.us/r3/tonto.
Six-Shooter Canyon trail
is about two miles past the
Ice House CCC campground.
The trail climbs alongside a
sycamore-lined creek drainage, the trail crossing through
the creek bed four times within
1.5 miles.
The trailhead is above the
Iron Bridge. There is no sign
announcing this bridge by that
name, but you’ll know it when
you see it. Park just below
the iron bridge, then continue
walking uphill on the road
another 100 yards, watching
on the right for the trailhead,
which makes a hairpin turn uphill and back up the drainage.
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Globe

Globe’s Christmas Light Parade and
Beard Battle Offer Holiday Traditions

T

he Globe Downtown
Association/Historic
Globe Main Street
Program once again is pleased
to present the Annual Christmas Light Parade a holiday
celebration that has been ushering in the Christmas Season
for more than two decades.
This year’s theme is “The
Music of Christmas.”
The parade takes place on
Saturday, Dec. 8 at 6 p.m.
but there will be activities
throughout the day as well as
shuttles in downtown Globe
to help ease the traffic of an
event that draws upwards of
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A wide variety of floats participate in the Annual Globe Christmas
Light Parade, taking place on the second Saturday of December.

5,000 people to the heart of
Historic Downtown Globe.
“The holidays bring everyone home and that’s one of the
great things about this event,”
Globe Downtown Association Manager Molly Cornwell
said. “We’re working with the
City of Globe, but a lot of what
happens is totally organic.”
The event will feature live
music, the Read On GlobeMiami bookmobile, story
time with Mrs. Claus and
a whole lot more holiday
themed activities appropriContinued on page 29
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Globe
Continued from page 27

ate for the whole family. Additionally, the Fourth Annual
Broad Street Beard Battle will
take place in front of the new
location of the Dominion Cutting Co. Hair Salon, hosted by
Johnnyd Flores, proprietor of
the downtown Globe business.
“The competition is fierce,
and we get hirsute visitors
from all over the state,” Flores
said.
There are more than five
categories this year and in addition to the local talent, beard
organizations from throughout Arizona will participate,
including the Canyon State
Beard Club and AzBeards.
The Beard Battle takes
place before the parade on
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the corner of East Mesquite
and Broad streets in front of
the new location of Dominion
Cutting Co., the old Valley
National Bank building.
Procceeds will go to a
downtwon restoration project
to rehabilitate the Odd Fellows neon marquee.
For information, contact
Flores at 480-766-2998.
All in all, it will be a fun
family event for holiday revelers from throughout the Copper Corridor.
Parade applications will be
available at Cobre Valley Center for the Arts, Globe-Miami
Chamber of Commerce and
The City of Globe in Downtown Globe. The cutoff date
for entry is the Friday prior to
the parade.

Photo provided

It’s going to be a hairy evening in downtown Globe on Saturday,
Dec. 8 as the Fourth Annual Broad Street Beard Battle brings
whiskerinos from throughout the state to compete.
For more information, contact parade co-chairs Willy
Thomas at 928-200-5646;
JoNell Brantley Thomas, at

602-803-0064, Cornwell at
480-345-7477 or the Cobre
Valley Center for the Arts
desk at 928-425-0884.
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Luminaries Will Light Up Besh Ba Gowah Ruins

T

he 31st annual Festival
of Lights, taking place
on Saturday, Dec. 1,
from 5-9 p.m., will showcase
3,000 luminaries lining the
ruin walls, welcoming visitors to celebrate the magic of
the season. Cultural entertainment will be provided by the
Yellow Bird dance group and
there will be a small selection
of food and craft vendors.
If arriving early, visitors are
encouraged to help light all
3,000 candles, which create a
beautiful, glowing nighttime
scene. Photographers of all
levels are welcome. The event
is free. Parking is limited.
Visitors are encouraged to
use free shuttle services being offered. Shuttles will run
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every 15-20 minutes. Shuttle
parking and pick up is located
at the Historic Train Depot,
230 S. Broad St. in downtown
Globe.
Owned and operated by the
City of Globe, the Besh Ba

Gowah Archaeological Park
and Museum is located in the
heartland of the Salado people. Here visitors will see the
partially restored ancient ruin
of the Salado people who occupied the site between A.D.
1225 and A.D 1400.
Guests may enjoy the selfguided tour of the village
which allows them to experience the mysteries of those
who came before.
The adjacent museum provides a fascinating glimpse
at prehistoric pottery, stone
and woven artifacts excavated
from the site and a video interpreting the lifestyle of the

people who occupied this region over two centuries before Columbus discovered the
“New World.”
A seasonal ethno-botanical
garden provides information
about and showcases plants
used by the people who made
this desert landscape their
home. A lower botanical garden trail offers a serene walk
through desert plant life.
Besh Ba Gowah Archaeological Park is located at 1324
S. Jesse Hayes Rd. in Globe,
Ariz. For more information,
call 928-425-0320, or check
out the Besh Ba Gowah Facebook page.
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San Carlos

Apache Culture Center Museum Tells Tribe’s Story

T

he San Carlos Apache
Culture Center Museum, at mileage
marker 272 just east of the
bridge over the San Carlos
River, is now open 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday.
For a small admission fee,
visitors can enjoy a wellplanned, well-appointed and
authentic little museum with
equally authentic fine arts
and crafts for sale in the gift
shop.
The museum was created
in 1995 to allow the tribe to
tell its own story. Of particular interest is the Window
on Apache Culture Exhibit.
It tells of the spiritual story
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The San Carlos Apache Culture Center Museum has opened
under the directorship of Marlowe Cassadore and is expanding
to tell the story of the San Carlos Apache People

of the beginnings of the people, and the history of how
the Apaches “moved like
the wind” across the Southwestern United states before
being confined to one of the
Apache reservations.
It also tells the story of
reservation life today, and
about the Tribe’s vision for
the future.
As it stands, the museum
is a worthwhile place to
visit and talk with knowledgeable, modern Apaches.
Currently, Director Marlowe Cassadore, is working on new exhibits, such
as Apache Violin musical
instruments and traditional
Apache plants and foods.
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San Carlos

San Carlos Recreation & Wildlife offers best of Reservation

T

he San Carlos Recreation & Wildlife Department welcomes
all sportsmen, outdoor
enthusiasts, and travelers
to the San Carlos Apache
Tribal lands. The vast 1.8
million-acre Reservation is
located in east-central Arizona and spans across Gila,
Graham and Pinal counties.
Travel through beautiful
high Sonoran Desert landscapes or cool off in the upper elevations of Ponderosa
pine and Douglas fir forests
while you enjoy the wild
beauty of the Black and
Salt rivers. Whether you’re
experiencing a traditional
Apache ceremony close
by in the local community
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or getting away from it all
at one of many secluded
ponds and lakes, the San
Carlos Apache Reservation
has what you’re looking for.

Interested visitors can receive all the information they
need via the department web-

site at www.scatrecreation.org
or like us on Facebook. The
website provides information
regarding trophy hunting, big
game, small game, predators,
fishing, camping, hiking and
birding. Additional information such as schedules, maps,

licenses and regulations is
also available. The Department website lists more than
50 Apache guides who will
show you the very best places
to hunt, fish, hike, bird watch
and camp.
As stewards of the land, we
are dedicated to keeping most
of the Reservation in a natural state to protect the amazing variety of plant and animal
life that has always called this
landscape home.
Visit us and see how we are
centuries away, yet just two
hours from Phoenix and Tucson. For more information or
any questions, please feel free
to call the San Carlos Recreation & Wildlife Department
at 928-475-2343.
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Safford

Gila Box Riparian National
Conservation Area

L

ocated 20 miles northeast of Safford in Graham and Greenlee
counties, the 23,000-acre

Gila Box Riparian National
Conservation Area contains
four perennial waterways—
the Gila and San Francisco
rivers and Bonita and Eagle
creeks—which are the lifeline to an extensive riparian
ecosystem abounding with
a diverse plant and animal
community. A canyon section, known as the Gila
Box, is composed of patchy
mesquite woodlands, mature cottonwoods, sandy
beaches, and grand buffcolored cliffs.

Cliff dwellings, historic
homesteads, Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep and over
200 species of birds make this
year-round watery desert refuge worth the short drive from
Safford.
This region is a very special
riparian ecosystem abounding with plant and animal diversity. Impressive Gila Conglomerate cliffs tower more
than 1,000 feet above the Gila
River, and bighorn sheep are
Gateway - Fall 2018
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commonly spotted.
Canoeing, kayaking, and
rafting enthusiasts take advantage of the spring runoff to enjoy an easy to moderately difficult floating adventure down
the Gila.
Numerous prehistoric and
historical structures can be
viewed. A network of primitive roads provides hours of
backcountry adventure for
four-wheel-drive and mountain bike trekkers.
Fees are charged at two developed campgrounds, Riverview and Owl Creek. Use of
the Flying W Group Day Use
Picnic Area is free of charge,
but can be reserved for a fee.
Those floating the river also
pay a permit fee. Check with
BLM for up-to-date road conditions. The conservation area
is open year-round. Summer
temperatures can be extremely hot, and some winter days
quite cold. Flooding may occur during winter and summer
rainy seasons, as well as during spring runoff.
For more information, go
to www.blm.gov or call 928348-4400.
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Safford

Artisan coffee added to menu at Ginaveve’s

S

afford, Arizona has a
secret and if you are
ever visiting or passing through you will want
to check it out. Ginaveve’s
Market Place opened September 2013. The ambience
of the beautiful turn-of-thecentury building originally
constructed to house Young
and Ridgeway, is now the
home of Ginaveve’s and
the historical feel of the
building offers a wonderful
venue for this unique marketplace.

Ginaveve’s gourmet Olive Oil and Balsamic Tasting
Bar is the place to be in Safford. Offering over 47 different olive oils and balsamics
from all around the globe this
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venue is a real treat
for visitors and
regulars alike. The
staff at Ginaveve’s
will offer a pairing
list to try different
oils and balsamics
paired together to
make a favorite salad dressing or marinade. Ginaveve’s
can ship your favorites safely to
your doorstep or to
that special someone.
Ginaveve’s “Salandwich
Bar” allows you to make
your own salad or sandwich
and top it off with a dressing
you create at the olive oil/balsamic bar.
“The Main Street Bean”

is the newest addition to Ginaveve’s Market Place and
will offer an assortment of
latte’s and espresso beverages both hot and cold, fresh
brewed hot and iced teas,
frappuccino’s, and fresh fruit
smoothies. Don’t forget to re-

quest a “Cinnini,” a fresh cinnamon roll pressed on their
hot panini press.
John and Jenny Howard, owners of Ginaveves,
searched for months to find
the perfect beans to bring to
the store. Through chance,
they met roasters from Austin,
Texas, Summer Moon Wood
Fired Coffee, who are Safford
natives. Upon the first brew
John and Jenny knew Summer
Moon was the fit and would
offer amazing artisan coffee.
The Main Street Bean is so
honored and excited to offer
Summer Moon Wood Fired
Coffee and hope you will
come, gather and enjoy the
goodness of this great artisan
creation.
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Safford: A great place to live, work and
visit – and celebrate the holidays
Carol Broeder

S

Staff Writer

afford was founded
in 1874, named after
Anson P.K. Safford,
who was Arizona’s territorial
governor at the time, and had
showed an interest in the area.
First incorporated as a town
in 1901, Safford has since become a “great place to live,
work and visit.”
It is a hub for outdoor activities, of which there are many.
One is Roper Lake State
Park, located off U.S. Highway 191, five miles south of
Safford. It offers a 32-acre
lake with day-use sites, as well
as campsites and cabins for a
longer stay. The park has five
miles of trails and paths for
exercise and wildlife viewing,
according to the Arizona State
Parks website, azstateparks.
com.
Three miles south of Roper
is Dankworth Pond, which
is fed by a live — and very

The City of Safford has something for everyone in all seasons.
warm — Artesian spring.
Another place with natural
hot springs is the Hot Well
Dunes Recreation Area, which
was a lake with a beach about
2 million years ago. Today, in
addition to the hot springs, the

area offers opportunities for
off-roading and camping.
About 20 miles south of
Safford is the Gila Box Riparian National Conservation
Area, along the Gila River. A
popular spot, the recreational

Graham County offers plenty of outdoor opportunities and beautiful fall scenery.
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opportunities there are many,
including rafting, canoeing,
kayaking, picnicking and
birdwatching, according to
the Bureau of Land Management website, www.blm.gov.
At 640 acres, the Dry Lake
Park Shooting Range, on Dry
Lake Road, has plenty of room
for trying out your marksmanship skills with ranges for archery, small pistol shooting
and paintball. The park also
offers many opportunities for
hiking and camping.
The Eastern Arizona College Discovery Park Campus, 1651 W. Discovery Park
Blvd., in Safford, is home to
the Governor Aker Observatory, which offers, among
other things, a research-grade
20-inch Cassegrain reflector
Continued, page 39
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Safford
Continued from page 38

telescope and a full-motion
simulator taking visitors beyond Mt. Graham on a simulated voyage through the solar
system.
Discovery Park also offers
a riparian habitat called Nature’s Hideaway, according to
the Eastern Arizona College
website,
www.eac.edu/discoverypark/.
As for Safford events, the
holiday season kicks off with
fall events, such as the annual
Graham County Fair, taking place this year Thursday
through Sunday, Oct. 11-14.
The parade begins at 10 a.m.
Friday, Oct. 12, on Safford’s
Main Street.
Next up is the Harvest Festival, beginning at 10 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 27, on the lawn
at City Hall, 717 W. Main St.,
in Safford. Sponsored by the
City of Safford and the Safford Downtown Association,
the festival will offer live entertainment and more than 60
vendors, as well as games and
activities for the kids.
The annual Gila Valley
Cowboy Poetry & Music
gathering will take place be-
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The City of Safford really lights it up during the holidays.
ginning at 3:30 p.m. Saturday
through Sunday, Oct. 24-25,
at Discovery Park. There will
be a Cowboy Devotional on
Sunday, offering an inspirational message, music and
song, as well as coffee, juice
and donuts.
For information about the
event, call 928-965-3377.
The Potter’s House will
sponsor its Fall Festival,
which offers games, food, a
band and bouncy houses for
the kids. The fun begins at 6
p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 31, on
Main Street near The Potter’s
House, in Safford.
This year’s Merry Main

Street and Tree Lighting begins at 5:30 p.m. Friday, Nov.
23, on Main Street and the
lawn at City Hall, in Safford.
Sponsored by the Safford
Downtown Association, the

annual event offers the tree
lighting, games and crafts for
kids on Main Street, a treasure hunt, open shops, food
vendors and kid’s karaoke, as
well as a visit from the Jolly
Old Elf himself.
Then it’s the annual Holiday Light Parade, beginning
at 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 1, but
before that are the food vendors and Santa on Safford’s
Main Street at 4 p.m., as well
as entertainment on Fifth and
Main Street at 5 p.m. The
event is sponsored by the Safford Downtown Association.
The City of Safford website
is at www.cityofsafford.us and
the Graham County Chamber
of Commerce website, www.
graham-chamber.com.
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